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mond, where, for two weeks lie gayly played the part of the head of the family (acted "Pa," as Marshall quaintly expresses it), apparently in Jacquelin Ambler's absence.1
Although he had scarcely begun his studies at William and Mary; although his previous instruction by professional teachers was meager and fragmentary; and although his father could well afford the small expense of maintaining him at Williams-burg long enough for him to secure at least a moderate education, John Marshall never returned to college.2 No more lectures of Professor Wythe for the young lover. He would begin his professional career at once and make ready for the supreme event that filled all his thoughts. So while in Richmond he secured a license to practice law. Jefferson was then Governor, and it was he who signed the license to the youth who was to become his greatest antagonist. Marshall then went to Fauquier County, and there, on August 28, 1780, was admitted to the bar. " John Marshall, Gent., produced a license from his Excellency the Governor to practice law and took the oaths prescribed by act of Assembly/5 runs the entry in the record.3
He waited for the recruiting of the new troops he was to command, and held himself in readiness to
1  Marshall to his wife, infra.
2  Marshall could have had at least one year at William and Mary, for the college did not close until June, 1781.   Also he could have continued to attend for several weeks after he left in June, 1780; for student John Brown's letters show that the college was still open on July 20 of that year.
8 County Court Minutes of Fauquier County, Virginia, 1773-80, 473.